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“There is no emergency service for 
nature. We farmers are like paramedics 
without first aid training.”

James Baird, Home Farm Climping

The Problem



Bigger, Better, More Joined Up 

“Wildlife sites are generally too 
small and too isolated. With climate 
change, the situation is likely to get 
worse. This is bad news for wildlife 
but also bad news for us, because 
our natural environment is less able 
to provide the many services upon 
which we depend.”

Sir John Lawson, Making Space for 
Nature

The Solution
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Source: (PTES) https://ptes.org/campaigns/stag-beetles-2/stag-beetle-facts/
Example Species



Regional 
Collaboration
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Goal 1
To create a nationally significant wildlife corridor of 100 
miles and over 20,000 hectares as a ribbon of largely 
contiguous natural habitat.

Goal 2
To promote nature as a provider of vital ecosystem 
services; backed by sustainable farming and a reduction of the 
pollutants that are compromising our land and seascapes. 

Goal 3
To engage people and communities across Sussex by creating 
new opportunities to understand, enjoy and protect nature so 
that communities can thrive alongside nature. 

Our Project



Farmers & Landowners
Restor ing  a  r ibbon of  nature-pos i t ive  farmland

Our Project
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Gardens & Greenspaces
Gardens  are  stepping  stones  across  our  f ragmented landscape.  

Jo in  us  and jo in  the  dots .

Our Project
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PLEDGING MECHANISMS

Our Project
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What are Corridors?
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How can we make this a reality?



What are Corridors?



Connectivity for Species

What Do These Species Need?



Connectivity for Species

What Do These Species Need?

• Blocked by physical 
barriers (walls, fences)

• Travel long distances 
every night to forage

• No pesticides!

• Connected linear 
features 

• Structure! Woodland 
and hedgerows

• Roost and feeding 
habitat

• Migration routes – road 
crossings

• Chains of water 
features

• Overwintering sites



Break!



Q1
What are the challenges we 
will have to overcome when 

thinking about nature 
recovery on farmland?



Herdwick sheep in Wasdale, Lake District / Baz Richardson
Farm Challenges
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• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00bL3K8ZFPA
• 11:10-13:10

Farm Challenges

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00bL3K8ZFPA


Q2
What are the challenges we 
will have to overcome when 

thinking about nature 
recovery in villages, towns 

and cities?



How can we improve 
habitats and 
connectivity?



Access to Nature

Social Challenges



Social Challenges





Violet Dor Beetle

• Save farming industry 
£367 million per year

• 60 species found at in the 
UK,



Violet Dor Beetle

• Survey conducted found 
23 at Knepp (12,000 
individuals in total)

• Rarest was the violet dor 
beetle - first found in 
Sussex in over 50 years
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Q3
Understanding Perspectives 
on Nature and Nature-Based 

Careers
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